CHAPTEBR, 2

The Miller-Urey

Experiment

ccompanied by music from Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, the
Aprimordial Earth seethes with volcanic activity. Red-hot
lava flows over the land and tumbles into the sea, generating
clouds of steam while lightning flashes in the sky above. Slowly,
the camera pans down until it reaches the calm depths of the
ocean, where mysterious specks glow in the dark. Suddenly, a
single-celled animal darts across the screen. Life is born.

The scene is from Walt Disney’s 1940 film classic, Fantasia, and
the narrator calls it “a coldly accurate reproduction of what sci-
ence thinks went on during the first few billion years of this
planet’s existence.” The scenario was the brain-child of Russian
scientist A. . Oparin and British scientist J. B. S. Haldane, who
in the 1920s had suggested that lightning in the primitive atmos-

phere could have produced the chemical building blocks of life.
Although Darwin did not pretend to understand the origin of
life, he speculated that it might have started in “some warm lit-
tle pond.” Similarly, Oparin and Haldane hypothesized that
chemicals produced in the atmosphere dissolved in the primor-
dial seas to form a “hot dilute soup,” from which the first living
cells emerged.

From: Icons of Evolution — Science or Myth? Why much of what we teach about evolution is wrong, by Jonathan Wells
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